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Since the 1990s, there have been major 
advances in the methods available for analyz-
ing place-based crime data. These advances are 
primarily due to technological improvements, 
especially with computer capabilities. In addi-
tion to these computer capabilities, there have 
been major contributions from geographic 
information systems (GIS). GIS is a system 
made up of not only hardware but also incor-
porating computer software and data that are 
later used to analyze and describe information 
(e.g., crime). This information is then linked 
to spatial location. Further, law enforcement 
agencies continue to enhance the computeriza-
tion of police records management systems as 
well as computer-aided dispatch systems (i.e., 
citizen calls to police).

Not only does spatial analyses of crime assist law enforcement, but researchers  
have also used these analyses to further our understanding of crime, such as by 
examining the relationship between school vicinity and criminal activity;122 exploring 
community factors (e.g., poverty, ethnic diversity) and residents’ perceptions of bias 
crime;123 comparing the changes in the spatial patterns of automotive theft;124 and 
examining the effects of population displacement after the demolition of an urban 
housing project.125

FIGURE 2.5
The San Jose Police Department Interactive Crime Map

Visit the San Jose Police Department interactive crime map: http://www.sjpd.org/CrimeStats/CrimeReports.html

1. The _______________ survey collects information on
substance and alcohol use patterns among youths.

2. The _______________ started with an initial sample of
youths born between 1959 and 1965.

3. A key aspect of the National Youth Gang Survey is how the
term _______________ is defined.

4. _______________ focuses on crime places.

Answers located at www.edge.sagepub.com/schram2e
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